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NGALA 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.56 pm]: It is perhaps by 
fluke that I also rise to speak in part about Ngala, but perhaps for a slightly different reason, albeit for the same 
outcome. A couple of weeks ago—you will be aware of this, Mr President—I had the pleasure of participating in 
the 2012 Great Pram Push with my husband, Scott, and my lovely daughter, Clare. All funds raised as part of the 
Great Pram Push went to the Children’s Leukaemia and Cancer Research Foundation and Ngala. Like Hon Linda 
Savage, I, too, am very supportive of the work undertaken by Ngala. Indeed, I have spoken about its services 
previously in this place, and I will say a bit more about that in a moment. I think members on both sides of the 
house are very supportive of the work that Ngala does. I know that the Minister for Child Protection, who is in 
the chamber tonight, is very supportive, and I think that the Department of Health—I may be corrected on this—
provides around $400 000 each year for its helpline. The helpline is just one example of the many programs 
provided by Ngala, and Hon Linda Savage has touched on those, whether it be the overnight stays, the parent 
support programs, particularly the new programs relating to fly in, fly out families, or the many other programs 
that Ngala provides. These programs provide wonderful support, particularly for new families and particularly 
for new mums. As I have reflected in this house before, I am happy to say that I am one of those mums. When a 
new little bub comes home, many mums think, “My gosh; what do I do now?” because they no longer have a 
hospital and all those wonderful midwives who are there to answer every question that goes through their head at 
a particular time. I still have the magnet on my fridge just in case I need to call Ngala again—and I am quite sure 
that I will! 

I understand that the Great Pram Push started from an idea simply thrown around by a few mums and dads over 
a chat across a kitchen table about three years ago, and it is increasingly growing in strength. I have to say it was 
a fantastic morning in Fremantle. It was opened by His Excellency the Governor, Mr Malcolm McCusker, and 
Mrs McCusker, who is the patron of Ngala, was also in attendance. A few thousand dollars was raised and I 
know that the organisers are pleased that it is very much growing in strength.  

I thank colleagues and friends who supported me in my fundraising effort. I was very lucky to be named the top 
fundraiser.  

Hon Sue Ellery: That’s not luck; that’s organisation! 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: A good thing was that a couple of prizes went with being the top fundraiser. I 
made contact with Hon Barbara Scott, who everyone in this house would know well. She is the chair of the 
Friends of Ngala committee. I asked that those prizes be given to a worthy Ngala volunteer or a family who they 
felt would appreciate those prizes. But the point is that great things happen from people talking about an idea and 
getting on and actually making it happen. I know that Rebecca Martin and a number of the other organisers of 
the event worked extremely hard to ensure that it was a success. I said to them that I look forward to next year’s 
Great Pram Push; so be warned colleagues, I will contact you again next year! The Children’s Leukaemia and 
Cancer Research Foundation was also supported by the event. 

From having my own experience in making contact with Ngala as not only a member of Parliament but also a 
mum, I was very pleased to provide my support to Ngala because, at the end of the day, it is a challenge for 
many new mums and it is good to have someone on the other end of the line who is non-judgemental and can 
provide frank and fearless advice. It is very, very good advice, I have to say; Ngala helped very much in making 
sure that my daughter Clare learnt to sleep a little longer than I was able to get her to sleep for in those early 
days! I am very grateful for that. I think that the work Ngala does is outstanding and I am very pleased that this 
government supports it in the work that it does. 
 


